
 
a survey of a portion of the blueberry boulderfield 
 

[the further boulders and the cliffs they 
were broken from, further north, are 

unexplored] 

 



 
the BLUEBERRY BOULDERS 

 
 

 
An overview and guide to some problems: 

 
There is just recently beginning to be a bouldering 
community in the Northern town of Ignace, and they are 
happy for any travelers to stop in and climb at the boulders. 
In fact, the Town of Ignace has an active campaign to attract 
boulderers to their community to enjoy the wilderness.  
 
And this is definitely a wild place- never mind that the white 
granite blocks were suddenly exposed by a clear-cut - the 
trees are already jumping back into the destruction- with it 
being left clear that the wildness of nature is present even if 
we are there and making our changes into it.   
 
So take a visit to the place and enjoy nature- pick berries, 
lounge in a clear-cut (the bears do it- summer-time bears are 
kings and queens of the sun and berry lounge scene), 
wander through the boulders, and climb on textured, quarry 
quality, white granite.  
 
This is feature climbing, with most lines following an arête or 
rail up otherwise unbroken faces. The rock rewards 
searching, as micro-features reveal themselves to the careful 
eye.  
 
This list of problems is by no means complete; youʼll notice a 
lot of projects remain, and others remain to be found. This 
guide was the result of our 2nd and 3rd visits to the field over 
2 summers, and the action was kind of frantic to climb 
everything. So the sun sets, and we can perhaps get ready 
to try again.  
 
 •••••••••••••• 
 
To talk to a local activist and author from the town, contact 
Dennis Smyk: driftwood at bellnet.ca 
 
(“The Driftwood” is the name of the local paper; see attached 
article on the geology of the clear-cut wilderness 
concentration.) 



 
Clear-cut tourists interested in forest regeneration are also 
welcome, along with berry pickers, canoeists, and climbers 
looking for an out of the way, on the way spot. The boulder 
field is accessible just off the trans-Canada, right about 
halfway in the middle of a cross-country drive. 
 

 
Tips for sustenance: 
 
There can be an abundance of blueberries, raspberries, 
bunchberries and Saskatoon berries (my favourite) in late 
summer. Late July and August are the best times to visit for 
climbing, with dry winds and a temperate climate.  
 
Selling blueberries off the side of the road is an option for 
profitable easy living. This may be illegal, depending on 
where you come from. However, roadside busking isnʼt to my 
knowledge yet banned. Corrections and ethical arguments of 
course welcome. Aside from legality, the ethical point here is 
to contribute something good to the community while youʼre 
there.  
 
For the full clear-cut tourist experience, buy a burger at any 
one of the roadside restaurants (my grandmother prefers the 
one with the chandelier), then buy an ice-cream bucket, then 
fill that up with blueberries. I personally eat one handful for 
every one in the bucket (at least if the picking is good), but 
then, thatʼs my human habit. Bears eat every berry they can 
get in their mouths straightaway, but I bet even they would 
make jam if their thumbs worked that way. 
 
Again, speaking personally, I would love to come back some 
time in the future and see a roadside gypsy jam-maker, 
cranking out pure, blue sweetness in a jar. Jam or jelly- we 
donʼt mind, glowing in glass, tin and love. Looking forward to 
it. 
 
In all seriousness, the future of this place will be interesting 
to see unfold. The boulder field was clear-cut not so long 
ago; now the forest is growing back to cover the rocks up 
again. I would like to get some record of this development, 
and any contributions (pictures or other records of the re-
growth) are most welcome. 



 
Please do your good part- it is a fragile, recovering 
ecosystem that we step into when we go there, and our 
collective actions will have a discernable trace upon how this 
wild place comes to be. Use the facilities at the nearby 
Sandbar Provincial Park (with a really nice beach and 
camping). 
http://www.ontarioparks.com/English/sandb.html 
 
This is an excellent jumping off point for canoe trips also, 
towards the English River watershed and mixed flat water 
and fast water to your liking. 
http://www.myccr.com/canoedb/region_2.php?provinceid=6&
regionid=15 
  
May after ice-out is high water and bug-free for a window to 
late May, and again in late July, with low water and pleasant 
temperatures through August and September. The best 
climbing season is July and August. 
 
Fire bans are often in effect during the summer months. 
Check in with the local MNR for outdoor regulations and 
advice on conditions in the bush. 
 
Ignace is a full-service small town. The people are pleasant 
and generous. The town collectively is making an effort to 
hold onto its place.  
 
Nearby, Thunder Bay (also the nearest climbing gear retail) 
has excellent traditional and bolted routes over water, on 
Lake Superior- itself a good place to flee from bugs and heat 
and an amazing natural body to see. 
http://tbayrock.yourhomeplanet.com/ 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 

 

approximate 
location 

…to Thunder Bay--> 



The problems 
Left concentration: 

 
These problems are accessed from the left branch of the logging roads. #1 

is further up the left branch, past the roadblock and down towards the 
water. 

 
[from aerial photo]  

 

 
1* hip to be square V5 

establish on sloper/notch and pull the short roof to mantle 
 

2* velocipede V4 
establish on rail/crimps and climb the scooped face 

 
3* babylon V5 

 
jump start and campus up arete, yes we stacked pads. this is a cushy place in 

nice weather (August) with various species of berries 
 

4,5,6* baby bear, momma bear, papa bear V2, V3, V4 
 

establish on good foot, lip traverse up the scooped ridge feature  
baby bear tops out at the notch 

momma at the scoop 
papa at the top 

 



 
 

7 project 
 

establish on small edges at face height and up 
 

8 V3 
start matched on big pinch, then out left and up 

 
9 project 

 
climb the overhanging face 

 
 



 
 
 

10* stash of fat V3 
 

climb the left leaning ramp 
 

project – continue off end of ramp and turn corner left to top out at tall slab 
 

23 diotima's ladder V3 
 

left hand incut hold and jump start. climb up and left to mantle top out 
 

18 project 
 

either side of the arete would do 
 

19 chaos theory V3 
 

establish feet on flake, and up the right hand corner. top out in scoop 
 

20 snakes and ladders V1 
 

establish on good foot and go up left onto slab 
 



 
11 project 

  
itʼs a ghetto wilderness; face holds 

 
12 V0 

 
climb the short arete 

 
13 V0 

 
up the tall arete 

 
14* nanabush V0 

 
up the stacked blocks, down the tree. maybe again... 

 
17 small axe V3 

 
establish on sidepull and climb the bulge to the left 

 
 



1 
 

15* manitou V2 
 

up the tall face to the right of the chimney. block is in (without would be much 
harder) 

 
16 project 

 
establish on right hand sidepull, and up the arete 

 
21 project 

 
climb the sloping arete beside the birch tree 

 
22 raspberry room problem V2 

 
in the middle of a loose cluster of boulders there is a 30degree overhanging wall. 

establish left hand edge, right hand sloper, and up left 
                                                
1 IN Oji-Cree legends, Manitou is an active spirit, the 
kind that will walk up and shake your tent at night. 
This night-walking spirit of power and worldly 
sensibility became the big spirit, Gitchi Manitou, in 
contact with monotheist settlers, who had, in settling 
the question of spirit into some kind of other-worldly 
transcendence, effectively done away with a sense of 
worldly spirits here and now. This would turn out to 
be an historical move that was both damaging and 
liberating to human and natural kinds both.  



 
 
 

right concentration: 
 

these problems are accessed from the right hand branch of the logging 
road 

 
[for hand-drawing] 

 
1 SDS V1 

 
establish on positive edges, and climb up left 

 
2 project 

 
up the left hand arete 

 
3 project 

 
up the right hand arete 

 
4 a crack 

 
i don't know how to grade or name this problem. it was just unusual, and didn't 
seem to be needing any evaluation along either of those orders. perhaps it will 

register some entirely different feeling for you than i remember it, and you'll want 
to shout out inchoate about that entirely different experience if and when you get 

to the top. try that! 
 

5* jumpstart 
 

into bowl and slab topout.  
 

7 scarification V3 
 

establish on ledge and lip traverse up right to finish as on 8, elucidation 
 

8 elucidation V2 
 

establish on hold at face level and up 
 

9 project 
 



to the right of the birch bush, establish right hand on small hold at face level, left 
hand sloper, and up left, or right or anything that works really. 

 
10 arete 

 
11 at hem V0 

 
big holds on short face in boulder room 

 
12 the real boreal V5 

 
sit down start at corner. up and right on slopers to jug finish 

 
13 project for superhumans* 

 
sit down start at low jug. pull to the lip and then up tall slab finish 

 
14 (at this point in the day i began to lapse, and the on-site reportage thins to: "lip 
traverse up left. it's too late! the sun is going down"- not to be millenarian but still, 

i hope, of some help) 
 

15 caravan V0 
 

climb inside middle corner and step out onto slab finish 
 

14 shadow at 12 oʼ clock V6 
 

establish on sloper with the big black polkadot. climb up and left 
 
 
 

(* "superhuman" means an excess of humanity and an overflowing of the power 
to originate. nature goes beyond itself constantly, and thus so should we.) 

 
 
 
 
 


